
















SUMMARY EVALUATION OF THE 
GONDOLA TRANSIT ALTERNATIVE 

ADVANTAGES: 

1. 

2. 

3. 

The ultimate capital expense to the for 
the gondola is likely to be much less than the 
COG, and possibly less than bus transit. n 
The gondola's ultimate operating expense 
is likely to be e.n order of magnitude less 
than the COG or bus. 

, 
The gondola is significantly more convenient 
than the COG or bus. 

4. The gondola is rated better than the bus and 
generally similar to the COG for anticipated 
visitor acceptance, noise and emisssions 
characteristics, relative energy efficiency, 
safety record, and "appropriateness of 
technology". 

5. The gondola would tend to strengthen 
Telluride's downtown economy and re-stimulate 
centralized development more than the bus 
or COG. 

6. The gondola would be less disruptive of 
_______ city __ __ ___ :t:_l1_e _ _____ ---

7. 

8. 

The gondola can be brought on line several years 
earlier than the COG. 

The gondola is capable of providing year-round 
pon-skier access to the Coonskin Ridge, 
allowing the Town the opportunity to share 
capital and operating costs for the public 
pool and conference - performing arts center 
with The Telluride Company and the Mountain 
Village. 

DISADVANTAGES: 

1. 

2. 

3. 

The gondola would not connect to t he previously 
future west-end of town parking ,' \ \,1 

or west floor. 

The gondola reliable in t 
service than the COG under severe wind conditions. 

The gondola may contribute a greater burden 
to transit demands within Telluride 
than the primary bus or COG alternative. 
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CONCLUSION: 
II 

Although the gondola would not provide as great fa 
geographic extent of service as the bus or COG, 
it would be more convenient, dramatically less 
expensive in overall cost, and provide year-round 
high-quality versatile transportation for lodge 
guests, visitors, workers and locals between 
Telluride and the Mountain Village. -- - - --.~ -----

The gondola would provide direct access for 
Telluride residents and Town visitors to the mountain 
parking center, the Mountain Village athletic 
facilities, the golf course. and clubhouse, ski school 
and beginners area, the future Prospect Basin/Skunk 
Creek intermediate ski-development, and the Cross
Country Ski School and 15 km. course. 

----
Regional parking for Telluride could be 

provided at the Mountain Village parking 

center. 
The gondola assures that Telluride residents 

and Town lodge guests will not be cut off from 

skiing access to the better parts of the Mountain 

during periods of poor snow conditions. The gondola 

will also reduce the possibility of economic 

isolation of Telluride from the new mountain resort 

development. 

The gondola's relative affordability and 

early "on line" availability provide the 

opportunity for the Town of Telluride to 

simultaneously develop swimming, conference and 

performing arts facilities; street and sewer 

improvements; employee housing and parks and ' ' . ' 

recreation development, as well as participate 

in area transit needs without exceeding municipal 

budget revenues and anticipated assets. 


