PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT SERVICES
DEPARTMENT
455 Mountain Village Blvd.
Mountain Village, CO 81435
(970) 728-1392
Item No. 10

TO:

Town Council

FROM:

Michelle Haynes, Planning and Development Services Director & Finn Kjome,
Public Works Director

DATE:

February 13, 2019

RE:

Discussion Regarding Use of Lot OSP-39 Also Known as the Wood Lot, for
Arborist/Tree Removal Professional Use, Including Consideration of Continued
Use, Discontinued Use and/or Possible Mitigating Measures

INTRODUCTION
Beginning around 2015, the Town authorized use of OSP39 (commonly known as the wood lot)
for a staging area for tree removal. The town opened up the use to large private property tree
removal projects as well as town use for forest health related tree removal projects on town
property. The use was informal and generally managed by our then inhouse forester. Prior to
use of the wood lot community wide for tree removal staging, tree removal professionals would
stack the wood adjacent to the nearest road or street. People in need of firewood would drive
throughout the village looking for wood piles to remove.
Consolidating tree removal staging community wide has both benefits and negative impacts.
The benefits include the following list:
• Wildfire fuels are removed from the specific properties and stored in a safe place.
• A reduction in the number of vehicles driving through Mountain Village neighorhoods
looking for wood – there is a centralized location for free wood pick up.
• Tree removal professionals do not have to add the customary transportation surcharge for
staging the wood somewhere outside of the Mountain Village. I am aware previously the
removed trees would be transported as far as Rico. The cost savings is passed along
directly to homeowners.
• People who live regionally collect free firewood from this location. I am aware of someone
driving from as far as Olathe. A cord of wood otherwise costs about $250 to purchase.
Negative Impacts include the following list:
•

Complaints from visitors and community members because the wood lot and associated
wood staging, is visible from Mountain Village Boulevard and in sharp contrast to our
otherwise put together community.

STAFF ANALYSIS
At the staff level we looked at finding another site within the Mountain Village and have not found
a suitable location. Staff believes the community benefits outweigh the negative impacts;
however, recommend the negative impacts are mitigated.
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RECOMMENDATION
Staff recommends the Town Council consider the following options:
1)
2)
3)
4)
5)

Keep the wood lot in the existing location as a professional and regional courtesy.
Screen the wood lot with landscaping from the street.
Require only one access to the lot from Larkspur Lane.
Consider a use agreement with local professionals.
Educate homeowners of the value of the wood lot and their direct benefit which is both
removing fuels from their property and staging them in a safe place and a reduction in
their tree removal fees because there is not an additional wood transportation surcharge
tacked on by the tree care professionals.

Attachments:
a. Vicinity Map
b. West Regional Wildfire Council, letter dated 2/13/19
c. A copy of an email sent to our licensed tree removal professionals dated 2/13/19
CONCLUSION
Staff asked Town Council to discuss the wood lot and provide direction.
/mbh

70
---

1-.■-•-·--•-•-'

webMap
San Miguel County, Colorado

Legend
Lot Numbers
Parcel Boundaries
Roads
County Boundaries

Map Generated
2/13/19 2:47 PM

1: 4,220
0.1

0

0.07

0.1 Miles

This map is a user generated static output from an Internet mapping site and is for
reference only. Data layers that appear on this map may or may not be accurate, current,
or otherwise reliable.

71

THIS MAP IS NOT TO BE USED FOR NAVIGATION
www.sanmiguelcountyco.gov

Notes

2/13/2018

Dear Town of Mountain Village Town Council,

I am writing to express our full support of the communal wood lot the Town of Mountain Village provides to contractors
and residents as a way to dispose of cut material from within the Town.

Not only is the wood lot a valuable resource for residents of the area as a place to obtain firewood, it also serves as a
crucial way for residents of the Town of Mountain Village to dispose of excess fuel wood from around their homes. Many
of the homes within Mountain Village are located within the Wildland Urban Interface (WUI) and are exposed to high
wildfire risk. Any steps towards providing residents a way to reduce fuel loads from around their house is beneficial to
them and their safety. The wood lot also helps reduce the overall cost of wildfire mitigation efforts by providing a way for
contractors to effectively dispose of cut material.

Our organization, the West Region Wildfire Council, works in a 6 county region, including San Miguel, to educate
homeowners about their wildfire risk and offers programs to support wildfire mitigation efforts. Disposing of fuel wood is
a significant challenge we face and we are constantly looking for ways to tackle this issue. The service the Town of
Mountain Village is currently providing is one of the best examples of a solution to this problem and we strongly
encourage you to consider keeping this service available.
Please contact me if you have any questions or I can provide more clarity to the issue.

Thank you,
Courtney Haynes
West Region Wildfire Council
Wildfire Mitigation Specialist for San Miguel County
970-615-7300

72
---

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Michelle Haynes
Mark Allen; Chris Chaput; "telluridearborist@yahoo.com"; Nick Dillsworth; lancescapes@telluridecolorado.net;
"tellurideforestrysolutions@gmail.com"; "psherry@sherrygroup.net"
Finn KJome
Lot OSP39, also known as the wood lot - Town Council Worksession scheduled for February 20 at 10:20 am
Wednesday, February 13, 2019 3:20:00 PM

Dear Tree Care Professionals:
I encourage your participation in a Town Council worksession scheduled for 10:20 am on Thursday,
February 20th at Town Hall (above the grocery store). This summer the Town and the TMVOA
received many complaints about the visual appearance and use of the wood lot. The town has
looked at other possible locations without any solution, recognizing that it is a lot provided as a
courtesy, not a requirement, to our professionals and regional community members (who pick up
free wood throughout the summer). Staff is raising the issue with Town Council so that they can
better understand the use and value of the wood lot. Staff is proposing some ideas like screening
the wood lot from Mountain Village Boulevard, or having professionals that use the wood lot to sign
an agreement of a sort with expectations for care and maintenance of the lot.
The town understands the value of the lot to our tree care professionals. That value is passed along
to homeowners who otherwise do not have to pay additional transportation costs to bring the wood
to a staging location outside of the village. There are likely other benefits not stated here.
Please feel free to call Finn Kjome or I, email comments, write a letter, or come to the meeting to
provide input. This agenda item directly affects all of you and your input would be very helpful, and
even critical, so that the value of the lot and ways to mitigate its impact could be better managed
moving forward. Thanks so much and I hope you are all enjoying the winter months.
With regard,

Michelle Haynes, MPA
Planning and Development Services Director
Town of Mountain Village
455 Mountain Village Blvd. Suite A
Mountain Village, CO 81435
O:: 970-239-4061 – PLEASE NOTE NEW OFFICE PHONE NUMBER
M:: 970-417-6976
mhaynes@mtnvillage.org
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