
DEPARTMENT OF BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT 
455 Mountain Village Blvd. – Mountain Village, CO 81435 – Phone: 970-369-8236 

Town of Mountain Village – Winter Plaza Enhancements Overview and 
Steps to Participate in Available Programs

This winter season, the Town of Mountain Village has developed a plan for winter COVID mitigation and outdoor 
dining. As part of our overall scope we will be offering two types of assistance programs for our Village Center 
and Market Plaza businesses to apply.

FULL SCOPE OVERVIEW
Throughout or public plazas we will have a mix of enclosed outdoor dining elements equipped with lighting,
heating and ventilation. Similar to the summer outdoor dining and Dine Outside communication, the majority of 
these elements will be for public use and will be available for use by any neighboring restaurant patrons.
 Additionally, the Town, in partnership with TMVOA, will offer a rental program at $500/month for temporary 
pavilion structures to be used within current public license agreement areas and an outdoor heating assistance 
grant to match 50% of funds for the purchase of approved outdoor heating elements. 

STRUCTURE OVERVIEW – all structures are engineered to handle our extreme winter elements, including snow 
load and high winds. 
Public Plaza Areas - Outdoor Dining Elements: 

• Up to twenty (20) Private Gondola Dining Cabins (renderings attached).
o These refurbished cabins will offer a unique theme and draw to sitting and enjoying our plaza

spaces. Each car can fit up to 8 patrons.
• Pavilion structures from Weatherport Yurt series and Weatherport Jubillee series to be positioned

throughout the Village Center.
o These structures will allow for larger and multiple groups.

Plaza License Agreement Areas – Outdoor Dining Elements 
• Outdoor Heating Assistance Fund - Application and approval are required – Details below.

o Available for restaurants to purchase heating elements, such as infrared, propane or electric
heaters to be positioned within their plaza license agreement area.

• Temporary Structure Rental Program – Application, approval, and site walk are required – Details below.
o Available for restaurants to rent temporary structures from the Weatherport Jubillee series to

be placed within current plaza license agreement spaces.
o NOTE:  Plaza license areas will not be expanded to accommodate structures. The Town has

worked hard to provide options within the public plazas for outdoor dining should a restaurant's
current plaza license agreement area not be conducive to an additional structure.

https://townofmountainvillage.com/explore/dine-outside/
https://weatherport.com/products/cabins-yurts/yurts/
https://weatherport.com/products/building-models/event-tent-jubilee/
https://townofmountainvillage.com/business/start-or-manage-your-business/business-resources/
https://townofmountainvillage.com/business/start-or-manage-your-business/business-resources/
https://townofmountainvillage.formstack.com/forms/town_of_mountain_village_winter_temporary_structure_rental_application
https://townofmountainvillage.formstack.com/forms/town_of_mountain_village_winter_temporary_structure_rental_application
https://weatherport.com/products/building-models/event-tent-jubilee/
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 Winter Business Assistance Programs and Steps to Participate

PROGRAM APPLICATION OVERVIEWS 
To qualify for either program below you MUST: 

• Must be a brick and mortar, street-level restaurant businesses within the Village Center or Market Plaza.
• Have an active plaza license agreement to apply. No current plaza license areas will be expanded this

winter.
• Must have 25 or fewer full-time employees
• Must have an active Mountain Village business license and generate Mountain Village sales tax.
• The property must be open for business, as allowed by regulations.

1. TEMPORARY STRUCTURE RENTAL APPLICATION
IMPORTANT NOTES:
• The applicant/business will be fully responsible for all operations and maintenance of the structures and

corresponding elements.
• Heaters, lights, air purification systems and are not included.

o See Exhibit A for Town Recommended elements.
o See Exhibit B for State Ventilation and COVID-19 Guide

• It is at the Town's discretion to approve the size and placement of tent structures within a business's
plaza license agreement area.

• Applicant will be required to sign a rental agreement with the Town.

HOW TO PARTICIPATE: 
• Step 1: Fill out the Temporary Structure Rental Application

o You will need a site plan showing all seating arrangements, heaters, air purifiers, etc.
o You will need a plan for sanitization and operation following all COVID-19 state and county 

guidelines.
• Step 2: After your application is approved you need to receive approval for layout and operations from 

San Miguel County public health (chriss@sanmiguelcountyco.gov | 970.519.1076)
• Step 3: Organize a walk through to confirm final layout of seating, heaters, air purifiers etc.  with Plaza 

Services staff (jwise@mtnvillage.org |970.708.0215), TMV  Building Official
(DHarrington@mtnvillage.org | 970.708.7537), and Telluride Fire Protection District
(jbennett@telluridefire.com | 970.729.2411)

• Potential Step 4: Should you require a new or modified exterior electrical connection an Electrical 
Permit from the Town of Mountain Village will be needed

o You will need a Town approved/ licensed electrician  to complete an electrical permit 
application form  (FEE WAIVED)

o For questions contact (DHarrington@mtnvillage.org | 970.708.7537)
• Step 5: Executed a Rental Agreement with the Town of Mountain Village (award@mtvillage.org |

970.729.2985)
• Step 6: Set up your prorated $500/month payment with the Town of Mountain Village. You will be 

charged only during ski season operations approx. November 26 – April 5, 2020 (ksulky@mtnvillage.org 
| 970.369.64.08)

https://townofmountainvillage.com/business/plaza-use/long-term-plaza-use/
https://townofmountainvillage.formstack.com/forms/town_of_mountain_village_winter_temporary_structure_rental_application
https://townofmountainvillage.formstack.com/forms/town_of_mountain_village_winter_temporary_structure_rental_application
mailto:chriss@sanmiguelcountyco.gov
mailto:jwise@mtnvillage.org
mailto:DHarrington@mtnvillage.org
mailto:jbennett@telluridefire.com
https://townofmountainvillage.com/site/assets/files/25993/electrical-contractors-list.pdf
https://townofmountainvillage.com/business/building/building-division/
https://townofmountainvillage.com/business/building/building-division/
mailto:DHarrington@mtnvillage.org
mailto:award@mtvillage.org
mailto:ksulky@mtnvillage.org
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2. OUTDOOR HEATING ASSISTANCE FUND APPLICATION – NEED TO APPLY BY TUESDAY, DECEMBER 1, 2020 
IMPORTANT NOTES: 
• Overall pool of funds: $70,000 
• Maximum amount to be awarded: Up to $7,000 
• Matched funds required: Accepted applicants must provide a 50% match of funds. 
• Invoice requirements: All invoices presented to the Town for reimbursement must be dated after the 

applicant’s approval into the program. 
 

HOW TO PARTICIPATE: 
• Step 1: Choose the style/brand of heating elements, can be infrared, propane or electric. Please note 

that all operation and installation costs will be the responsibility of the business owner. 
• Step 2: Create a proposal with renderings of exact heating options, quantity and placement within 

your plaza license agreement area. 
• Step 3: Submit application with proposed budgets. 
• Step 4: Submissions will be reviewed by the Business Development Advisory Committee and approved 

based on heating design and plan. 
• Step 5: Apply for an amendment to your active Plaza License Agreement (award@mtvillage.org | 

970.729.2985) and/or Design Review application as needed (DHarrington@mtnvillage.org | 
970.708.7537) 

• Potential Step 6: Should you require a new or modified exterior electrical connection an Electrical 
Permit from the Town of Mountain Village will be needed 

o You will need a Town approved/ licensed electrician  to complete an electrical permit 
application form  (FEE WAIVED) 

o For questions contact (DHarrington@mtnvillage.org | 970.708.7537) 
• Step 7: Accepted applicants will be reimbursed funds for 50% of the submitted invoice. 

 
WHO GETS PAID? 
The Town of Mountain Village will reimburse for 50% of the invoice for applicable heating element. You 
will submit your invoice to the Town. 

NOTE: Only heaters purchased after application acceptance will be reimbursable. 

WHO OWNS THE HEATERS? 
The applicant/business will be the owner of the heater(s) and fully responsible for all operation, 
maintenance and installation work and costs. 

https://townofmountainvillage.com/business/start-or-manage-your-business/business-resources/
https://townofmountainvillage.com/business/start-or-manage-your-business/business-resources/#accordion-outdoor-heating-assistance-fund-application
https://townofmountainvillage.com/business/start-or-manage-your-business/business-development-advisory-committee/
https://townofmountainvillage.com/business/plaza-use/long-term-plaza-use/
mailto:award@mtvillage.org
https://townofmountainvillage.com/site/assets/files/29966/design_review_process_application.pdf
mailto:DHarrington@mtnvillage.org
https://townofmountainvillage.com/site/assets/files/25993/electrical-contractors-list.pdf
https://townofmountainvillage.com/business/building/building-division/
https://townofmountainvillage.com/business/building/building-division/
mailto:DHarrington@mtnvillage.org
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EXHIBIT A 

 
Temporary Winter Structure - Town Recommended Elements 

 
HEATERS 
Wexstar infrared heaters (they come in 3 sizes): 

• https://www.spacioinnovations.com/wexstar.html 
• https://www.amazon.com/Wexstar-WS-8WUS-Infrared-Panel-

Heater/dp/B07JJT61WG/ref=sr_1_2?dchild=1&keywords=Wexstar&qid=1601488619&sr=8-2 
o The Outdoor Heating Assistance Grant can be used for the purchase of any heating elements.  
o If you are unsure your heater will work within the tent structure, reach out to the Town Building 

Inspector  (DHarrington@mtnvillage.org | 970.708.7537) 
 
HEPA AIR PURIFICATION 
Blueair Pro Air Purifiers (they come in 3 sizes). There are lots of other brands and styles available.  

• https://www.blueair.com/us/pro 
• https://www.amazon.com/dp/B017WXTT0E/ref=twister_B06ZZZ6G5D?_encoding=UTF8&psc=1 

 
LIGHTS 
They need to be rated for outdoor use. 

• https://www.1000bulbs.com/category/patio-lights 
 

https://www.spacioinnovations.com/wexstar.html
https://www.amazon.com/Wexstar-WS-8WUS-Infrared-Panel-Heater/dp/B07JJT61WG/ref=sr_1_2?dchild=1&keywords=Wexstar&qid=1601488619&sr=8-2
https://www.amazon.com/Wexstar-WS-8WUS-Infrared-Panel-Heater/dp/B07JJT61WG/ref=sr_1_2?dchild=1&keywords=Wexstar&qid=1601488619&sr=8-2
mailto:DHarrington@mtnvillage.org
https://www.blueair.com/us/pro
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B017WXTT0E/ref=twister_B06ZZZ6G5D?_encoding=UTF8&psc=1
https://www.1000bulbs.com/category/patio-lights


COVID-19 GUIDANCE 

Ventilation, HVAC systems 

and COVID-19 risks 

COVID-19 is thought to spread mainly through close contact from​ ​person to person​, ​primarily through 

respiratory droplets (larger particles) produced when a person coughs, sneezes, talks and sings. It may be 

possible that a person can get COVID-19 by touching a surface or object that has the virus on it and then 

touching their own eyes, nose or mouth. In addition to close contact with infected people and contaminated 

surfaces, there is the possibility that the spread of COVID-19​ ​may also occur through airborne particles in 

indoor environments​ (particularly in those with poor ventilation).  

An important approach to lowering the concentrations of indoor air contaminants including any viruses that 

may be in the air is to increase ventilation by increasing the amount of outdoor air coming indoors. Ensuring 

proper ventilation with outside air can help reduce the concentration of airborne contaminants, including 

viruses. However, by itself, increasing ventilation is not enough to protect people from COVID-19. When 

used along with other best practices recommended by CDC and others, increasing ventilation can be part of 

a plan to protect people indoors​. ​Managing a building’s Heating Ventilation And Cooling system and other 

methods of increasing ventilation indoors can play a role as part of a plan to minimize COVID-19 transmission 

risk. However, it should not be relied on as the only plan - it should be recognized that other infection 

control practices are likely to play larger roles in ​COVID-19 prevention​. The most effective ways to reduce 

the risk of COVID-19 transmission are to:  

1. Stay home if you are sick. Most people with COVID-19 have mild illness and can recover at home

without medical care. Follow CDC’s ​what to do if you are sick​ to prevent giving the virus to others.

2. Cover your face and nose with a face covering when in public and around others - even if you do not

think you are sick.

3. Practice social/physical distancing: limit close contact with others by remaining at least 6 ft or more

away at all times. Avoid physical interactions (shaking hands, hugs, etc.) and sharing items with

others (e.g., pens, computers, tools).

4. Wash your hands often with soap and water or use alcohol-based hand rub with at least 60% alcohol

often, especially after touching common, high-touch surfaces (e.g., door handles, elevator buttons).

5. Routinely clean and disinfect frequently touched surfaces.

What is known about COVID-19 risk in indoor environments? 

Emerging scientific evidence suggests that SARS-CoV-2, the virus that causes COVID-19, may be spread via 

smaller airborne particles, which remain airborne for longer times and travel further distances than 

respiratory droplets. This means there is a possibility that the spread of COVID-19 may also occur via 

airborne particles in indoor environments, in some circumstances beyond the 6 foot social distancing 
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EXHIBIT B

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/how-covid-spreads.html
https://www.epa.gov/coronavirus/indoor-air-and-coronavirus-covid-19
https://www.epa.gov/coronavirus/indoor-air-and-coronavirus-covid-19
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/prevention.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/steps-when-sick.html


recommendations. Ensuring proper ventilation with outside air can help reduce the concentration of 

airborne contaminants, including viruses, indoors. In general, the greater the number of people in an indoor 

environment, the greater the need for ventilation with outdoor air. In other words, the ventilation rate 

should be based on the number of people that occupy an indoor space (​and a few other factors​). Special 

consideration should be given to increase indoor ventilation when occupancy is high, in areas with 

high-traffic flow and after occupants leave an area.  

In addition to the information provided in this CDPHE Guidance, readers are encouraged to review the 

following resources related to COVID-19 and indoor air: 

● https://www.epa.gov/coronavirus/ventilation-and-coronavirus-covid-19

● https://www.epa.gov/coronavirus/air-cleaners-hvac-filters-and-coronavirus-covid-19

Natural ventilation 

Even with an open window or door, natural ventilation can be limited if inside and outside temperatures are 

similar and there is little wind. Below are strategies to increase natural ventilation indoors. 

● Do not open windows and doors if doing so poses a safety or health risk to children or other family

members, such as:

○ Risk of falling.

○ Bringing in unfiltered air that may contain pollen, dust, or air pollutants like particulate

matter or ozone into the indoor space. These contaminants may cause respiratory irritation to

sensitive subpopulations.

■ If the outdoor air quality in your area is particularly poor, opening windows and doors

may not be recommended, as the benefit gained for COVID-19 risk reduction could be

outweighed by the added risks from exposure to poor quality air. For example, if there

are nearby wildfires that are adversely impacting air quality in the region or your

building/facility is located near an area with exceedingly high traffic-related air

pollution, outdoor air could contain levels of pollutants like particulate matter and

ozone that can cause acute and long-term cardiopulmonary risks, particularly for

individuals with pre-existing conditions like asthma or cardiovascular disease. To check

air quality advisories for your area, check out​ ​CDPHE's Air Pollution Control Division Air

Quality Advisories​ ​webpage.

● Opening doors and windows may affect the temperature and humidity of the indoor space, which

could impact occupants’ perceived comfort.

● Ventilation can be further increased through cross-ventilation, by opening windows (or doors) at

opposite sides of a home (but preferably not directly opposite of each other), and keeping internal

doors open.

● Opening the highest and lowest windows in a home at the same time (especially on different floors)

can also help to increase ventilation.

● For double-hung windows (the most common type), opening the top sash of one window and the

bottom sash of another also encourages ventilation. Even when using a single window, partially

opening both the top and bottom sash can help improve ventilation.
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https://www.epa.gov/indoor-air-quality-iaq/improving-indoor-air-quality
https://www.epa.gov/coronavirus/ventilation-and-coronavirus-covid-19
https://www.epa.gov/coronavirus/air-cleaners-hvac-filters-and-coronavirus-covid-19
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.colorado.gov_airquality_colo-5Fadvisory.aspx&d=DwMFaQ&c=sdnEM9SRGFuMt5z5w3AhsPNahmNicq64TgF1JwNR0cs&r=H8Ec5gnSykwyQ0Hag7I78uv3ehNpYI_RJpjdexEAFm8&m=HFyOtHIVyYHsnBaj4i_oeGfNNZT4t8ZEI3wslLx0d-Q&s=sLn0jHd83bezCp6NocfR_eaH0WCp4p0bC19bGURTMV8&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.colorado.gov_airquality_colo-5Fadvisory.aspx&d=DwMFaQ&c=sdnEM9SRGFuMt5z5w3AhsPNahmNicq64TgF1JwNR0cs&r=H8Ec5gnSykwyQ0Hag7I78uv3ehNpYI_RJpjdexEAFm8&m=HFyOtHIVyYHsnBaj4i_oeGfNNZT4t8ZEI3wslLx0d-Q&s=sLn0jHd83bezCp6NocfR_eaH0WCp4p0bC19bGURTMV8&e=


● Local bathroom or kitchen fans that exhaust air outdoors and remove contaminants directly from the

room where the fan is located also increase the outdoor air ventilation rate and can be turned on in

areas that are occupied to increase ventilation.

● For more information on increasing ventilation in homes visit​ ​EPAs Indoor Air in Homes.

Fan use 

Consider using indoor fans in combination with open doors or windows to further increase ventilation. In 

addition to specialized window fans, box fans or tower fans can be placed in front of a window. Fans can 

face toward the window (blowing air out of the window) or away from the window (blowing air into the 

room). 

● If a single fan is used, it should be facing (and blowing air) in the same direction the air is naturally

moving. You can determine the direction the air is naturally moving by observing the movement of

drapes, holding a light fabric, or dropping paper clippings and noting which direction they move.

● The direction the air is blowing (in or out of the home or building space) from a particular window or

door may change at times, especially on windy days. If these changes are frequent, try moving the

fan to another location. Also, you may not need to use a fan on windy days.

● To help reduce risks of airborne transmission, direct the airflow of the fan so that it does not blow

directly from one person to another.

● Consider limiting or removing access to the area directly in front of any ground-level fans to prevent

people from standing directly in front of the air flow discharge.

● Do not use rotating/oscillating fan heads that create “recirculation” and can push air (that may

potentially contain virus particles) around in circles. Keep the fans pointing in one direction

● Oscillating fans may be used if there is no other way to avoid blowing air directly from one person to

another. Circulate air away from breathing zones or in an upward direction if at all possible to avoid

fully recirculating the air.

● Personal cooling fans should not be used in group settings, to reduce the potential spread of any

airborne or aerosolized viruses. If personal cooling fans are removed, remain aware of, and take

steps to prevent, heat hazards.

● Caution: Use caution when operating fans, particularly when children are present. Position fans so

they are out of reach of small children and so they are stable and won’t fall over easily. Consider

using a tower or other fan where the blades are concealed or completely shielded.

Use a portable air cleaner or air purifier if you have one 

When used properly, air purifiers can help reduce airborne contaminants including viruses in a home or 

confined space. However, by itself, a portable air cleaner is not enough to protect people from COVID-19. 

When used along with other best practices recommended by the CDC, operating an air cleaner can be part 

of a plan to protect yourself and your family. 
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● Portable air cleaners with HEPA (high-efficiency particulate air) filters are likely the most effective.

Other filter types, including ionizers and ozone generators, have not been proven in infection control

and can generate harmful byproducts.

● Place the air cleaner in the room you or the most vulnerable people spend the most time. To help

reduce risks of airborne transmission, direct the airflow of the air cleaner so that it does not blow

directly from one person to another.

● Change filters in portable air cleaners according to manufacturer instructions for use.

● More information on portable air cleaners can be found on the US EPA’s webpage:​ ​Air Cleaners and

Air Filters in the Home​.

HVAC systems 

Since running your HVAC system filters the air as it is circulated, it can help reduce airborne contaminants, 

including viruses, indoors. By itself, running your HVAC system is not enough to protect yourself and your 

family from the virus that causes COVID-19. When used along with other best practices recommended by 

CDC, operating the HVAC system can be part of a plan to protect yourself and your family. 

Residential HVAC systems 

● Run the system fan for longer times, or continuously, as HVAC systems filter the air only when the

fan is running. Many systems can be set to run the fan even when no heating or cooling is taking

place.

● Check to be sure the filter is correctly in place and consider upgrading the filter to a higher

efficiency filter or the highest-rated filter that your system fan and filter slot can accommodate.

Consult your HVAC manual or an HVAC professional for details.

● Open the outside air intake, if your system has one (this is not common for home systems). Consult

your HVAC manual or an HVAC professional for details.

● If your HVAC system has an energy-efficient air-to-air heat exchanger, heat recovery ventilator

(HRV), or energy-recovery ventilator (ERV), use it, as they increase ventilation.

HVAC in commercial buildings 

The HVAC systems of large buildings typically filter air before it is distributed throughout a building, so 

consider upgrading HVAC filters as appropriate for your specific building and HVAC system (consult an HVAC 

professional). The variety and complexity of HVAC systems in large buildings requires professional 

interpretation of technical guidelines, such as those provided by ASHRAE and CDC. The EPA, ASHRAE and 

CDC recommend upgrading air filters to the highest efficiency compatible with the HVAC system and 

checking the filter fit to minimize filter air bypass and leakage. 

The following best practices will ensure your system is operating optimally and decreasing the risk of  indoor 

air contaminants and potential viral transmission:  

● Ensure that you are maintaining the system so that it is operating optimally.
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○ Have an HVAC technician perform regular (at least twice per year) maintenance checks,

cleaning, and upkeep to ensure the system is running smoothly.

○ Ask an HVAC technician to make a basic assessment of airflow directions and system function,

and adjust as recommended.

○ Replace filters regularly and use the top-rated filters for the system (HEPA or MERV-13 or

higher is best if the system can accommodate it and handle the pressure drop it creates).

○ Set air exchange rates to the highest settings allowed by the system.

○ Disable Demand-Controlled Ventilation (DCV) systems that allow an occupant to modify or

adjust the system.

● Maximize the dilution of indoor contaminants by running the system as much as possible while the

building is occupied.

○ Consider keeping the ventilation system running 24/7, removing the system from any

economizer schedule on nights and weekends. This will ensure that the building is able to

purge interior spaces after use.

■ Many buildings have ​HVAC systems that operate the ventilation system during occupied

hours and then off completely at night or other periods when the building is

unoccupied. While turning the system off may save energy, maintaining airflow after

the space is occupied will help “flush” air through and can clear any contamination of

the space that occurred while it was occupied.

■ If HVAC is turned off or airflow rates minimized when the space is unoccupied, it is

recommended to turn back on or increase to full capacity and run the system for at

least 2 hours before occupancy, and 2 hours after the last cleaning is completed

before turning off again.

■ Maintaining air circulation when spaces are not occupied, allows clean air exchange to

occur between occupants.

■ If the space will be unoccupied for an extended period of time, turning off the

HVAC/ventilation may make sense. Allow the system to flush air through the space for

some time after occupants leave (e.g., 24 hours) before shutting it off, and then when

restarting the system again before occupancy, allow time for air exchange before the

space is reoccupied.

○ Follow manufacturer guidelines for your system- avoiding running systems continuously that

are designed to be run intermittently (e.g. bathroom fans).

● Design the system to have unidirectional “clean-to-dirty” airflow, directing contaminants toward

exhaust registers and grilles via uniform, non-mixed airflow patterns. Do not recirculate air if

possible.

○ In this context, areas that are more likely sources of SARS-CoV-2 emissions are the “dirty”

areas, whereas areas with less potential sources of SARS-CoV-2 are the “clean” areas. People

who are sick are the source of airborne SARS-CoV-2.

■ “Dirty” areas are places where more people congregate (e.g., a crowded lobby or

break room is “dirty” compared to a hallway or open low-density workspaces) or areas

where people spend more of their time (e.g., an office space someone sits in for

several hours would be “dirty” compared to a hallway where they pass through

briefly).
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○ Set the direction of vents/exhaust and fans to move air from "clean" areas that are less likely

sources of potential SARS-CoV-2 towards the “dirty” areas with sources of potential

SARS-CoV-2, rather than the other way around. A commercial building's HVAC system likely

has this "clean to dirty unidirectional flow" as a built-in feature. It may be modified when

people have manually altered vent openings to blow air in different directions, blocked vents

or exhausts with furniture, add standing fans, etc.

○ Ensure vents and exhausts are not covered or blocked by furniture.

○ Promote dilution of indoor air by maximizing intake of outdoor air supply and reducing

recirculation of air. Open windows and doors to draw outdoor air in as much as possible.

Generally, outdoor air will be "cleaner" than air that's been recirculating inside where people

are located.

● If your space and use profile allows, purposefully leaving common areas or rooms empty to allow air

exchange to occur between groups of occupants is recommended. For example, an office building

should avoid scheduling back-to-back meetings in conference rooms or alternate meetings between

two conference rooms, if space allows.

● If COVID-19 cases are identified in the building:

○ Change filters including those in portable units, while the system is turned off (do not have

occupants in the space while the system is off). Wear gloves and respiratory protection when

changing the filter and dispose of the filter media in a sealed bag.

○ Run the HVAC system at the maximum air exchange rate for which it is designed. It is

recommended that the space remains empty of other occupants, if possible, for 24 hours

while air exchange occurs.

● Consider consulting with an industrial hygienist with expertise in air/HVAC for an evaluation.

UV light and other disinfection systems 

● UV light or other microbial disinfection systems are generally used for infection prevention in

hospitals and other areas where there is the expectation of higher levels of airborne infection risk. In

most buildings occupied by the general public (e.g., office spaces, retail stores, restaurants,

schools), circulating airborne contaminant concentrations are expected to be low. Additionally, most

of these systems have not been tested specifically for effectiveness related to SARS-CoV-2 /

COVID-19.

Resources 

EPA 

● Indoor Air and Coronavirus (COVID-19) | Coronavirus (COVID-19)

● Ventilation and Coronavirus (COVID-19) | Coronavirus (COVID-19)

● Air Cleaners, HVAC Filters, and Coronavirus (COVID-19) | Coronavirus (COVID-19)

● https://www.epa.gov/coronavirus/will-ozone-generator-protect-me-and-my-family-covid-19

● Is there HVAC guidance that building and maintenance professionals can follow to help protect from

COVID-19?

● Will an air purifier protect me and my family from COVID-19 in my home?
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https://www.epa.gov/coronavirus/indoor-air-and-coronavirus-covid-19
https://www.epa.gov/coronavirus/ventilation-and-coronavirus-covid-19
https://www.epa.gov/coronavirus/air-cleaners-hvac-filters-and-coronavirus-covid-19
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.epa.gov_coronavirus_will-2Dozone-2Dgenerator-2Dprotect-2Dme-2Dand-2Dmy-2Dfamily-2Dcovid-2D19&d=DwMGaQ&c=sdnEM9SRGFuMt5z5w3AhsPNahmNicq64TgF1JwNR0cs&r=1L5M02xGdg6Kiw8fYlAbEZ64tPkTSZZ8Darh0lNMzdU&m=iw8I8jzIUZNW2XH7PISFld3mV2py0X2toAHpDdRIPro&s=p0cwCVD_fBXc1lPtHVIai4J2bfrEFu8rfj7GrP2HKjs&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.epa.gov_coronavirus_there-2Dhvac-2Dguidance-2Dbuilding-2Dand-2Dmaintenance-2Dprofessionals-2Dcan-2Dfollow-2Dhelp-2Dprotect-2Dcovid&d=DwMGaQ&c=sdnEM9SRGFuMt5z5w3AhsPNahmNicq64TgF1JwNR0cs&r=1L5M02xGdg6Kiw8fYlAbEZ64tPkTSZZ8Darh0lNMzdU&m=aanVhc_E4QhF5Vza4OVrrR-xyOf_xS9PCwmisLFCWPY&s=S1239p5-6RSSkXwwWvjNsxvIYIIhr-r6uNz1AVxXgHg&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.epa.gov_coronavirus_there-2Dhvac-2Dguidance-2Dbuilding-2Dand-2Dmaintenance-2Dprofessionals-2Dcan-2Dfollow-2Dhelp-2Dprotect-2Dcovid&d=DwMGaQ&c=sdnEM9SRGFuMt5z5w3AhsPNahmNicq64TgF1JwNR0cs&r=1L5M02xGdg6Kiw8fYlAbEZ64tPkTSZZ8Darh0lNMzdU&m=aanVhc_E4QhF5Vza4OVrrR-xyOf_xS9PCwmisLFCWPY&s=S1239p5-6RSSkXwwWvjNsxvIYIIhr-r6uNz1AVxXgHg&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.epa.gov_coronavirus_will-2Dair-2Dpurifier-2Dprotect-2Dme-2Dand-2Dmy-2Dfamily-2Dcovid-2D19-2Dmy-2Dhome&d=DwMGaQ&c=sdnEM9SRGFuMt5z5w3AhsPNahmNicq64TgF1JwNR0cs&r=1L5M02xGdg6Kiw8fYlAbEZ64tPkTSZZ8Darh0lNMzdU&m=aanVhc_E4QhF5Vza4OVrrR-xyOf_xS9PCwmisLFCWPY&s=if0jKCMtRfNQLdwIBYpWoZr9pxsefm8gUMVJ9GXGfLM&e=


● https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2018-07/documents/guide_to_air_cleaners_in_the_hom

e_2nd_edition.pdf

● https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2018-07/documents/residential_air_cleaners_-_a_tech

nical_summary_3rd_edition.pdf

ASHRAE (American Society of Heating, Refrigerating and Air-Conditioning Engineers, Inc.) 

● COVID-19: Resources Available to Address Concerns

● ASHRAE Reopening Schools and Universities C19 Guidance

● ASHRAE Position Document on Infectious Aerosols

● Guidance for Building Operations During the COVID-19 Pandemic

● ASHRAE Issues Statements on Relationship Between COVID-19 and HVAC in Buildings

Other 

● https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/our-work/programs/air-cleaners-ozone-products/california-certified-air-cle

aning-devices

● https://www.cdc.gov/infectioncontrol/guidelines/environmental/background/air.html

● https://www.epa.gov/coronavirus/there-hvac-guidance-building-and-maintenance-professionals-can-

follow-help-protect-covid
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https://www.ashrae.org/file%20library/about/position%20documents/pd_infectiousaerosols_2020.pdf
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https://www.ashrae.org/about/news/2020/ashrae-issues-statements-on-relationship-between-covid-19-and-hvac-in-buildings
https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/our-work/programs/air-cleaners-ozone-products/california-certified-air-cleaning-devices
https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/our-work/programs/air-cleaners-ozone-products/california-certified-air-cleaning-devices
https://www.cdc.gov/infectioncontrol/guidelines/environmental/background/air.html
https://www.epa.gov/coronavirus/there-hvac-guidance-building-and-maintenance-professionals-can-follow-help-protect-covid
https://www.epa.gov/coronavirus/there-hvac-guidance-building-and-maintenance-professionals-can-follow-help-protect-covid


COVID-19 GUIDANCE 

Temporary Outdoor Structures 

for Restaurants and Events

As Colorado starts to experience colder months, the state is looking for ways to provide guidance for restaurants and 

events to safely provide temporary structures for people to eat outdoors. Depending on the erection or construction of 

these spaces, and the available ventilation, they will be considered an indoor or outdoor setting and must follow the 

appropriate capacity requirements. This document outlines the guidance restaurants must follow to provide a safe 

environment for their customers to eat in these temporary structures. The charts below explain the criteria the state 

uses to classify a setting as indoors or outdoors and the capacity requirements for each.  

In the table below, a wall is defined as any ​material type that can reasonably restrict aerosols from passing 

through may be considered a "wall." For example, a loose, mesh mosquito net is not finely-knit enough to reduce 

airflow and will not stop any particles or aerosols. A fabric sheet curtain and a tarp or plastic barrier are considered a 

wall because the material would prevent aerosols from passing through. 

Temporary outdoor structures classification 

Features  Classification  Description 

4 walls with ceiling  Indoor 

Having 3-4 walls obstructs air flow, and will confine air. 

3 walls closed, 1 side open  Indoor 

2 ​non-adjacent​ ​sides  open 

enough to provide air flow 

through the space 

Outdoor 

With outdoor scenarios, open-air ventilation that lacks the 

confinement created by wall structures allows air movement. 

Air movement allows droplets/aerosols containing the 

COVID-19 virus to disperse rapidly to low concentrations, and 

move "out" of the space. When there is no air movement, as is 

the case in most indoor environments, virus particles are 

trapped inside the space. The virus then recirculates and the 

concentration of the virus increases as people continue to 

breathe out the virus.  

2 adjacent walls closed and 2 

adjacent sides open 
Indoor 

Unlike the scenario described above, air circulation is likely to 

decrease in the corner where the two “closed” adjacent walls 

meet. 

2 adjacent walls closed and 2 

adjacent sides open - *without* a 

roof 

Outdoors 
If there is no roof or canopy, air can circulate in a manner that 

is akin to typical circulation outdoors. 

Ceilings, roofs, umbrellas, or 

canopies with no walls 
Outdoor 

This allows open-air ventilation and rapid dispersal of 

droplets/aerosols. 

Single party structures that allow 

for ventilation between uses 

(e.g., igloos or bubbles) 

Outdoor 

Regardless of the number of walls, if the structure can be aired 

out in between parties it is considered an outdoor setting. This 

functions as a private room for a single party outdoors. 
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EXHIBIT C



 
How does the state determine if a setting is outdoor or indoor? 

The state and your local health department makes these determinations based on the typical level of ventilation for 

the setting. Settings that provide air flow comparable to levels of being outdoors, allowing the virus to disperse rapidly 

and move out of the space are considered outdoor settings. If a setting does not have adequate ventilation, the air will 

become trapped inside and the virus will recirculate and become more concentrated. Those are considered indoor 

settings. 

Outdoor settings have open-air ventilation that allows air movement. Air movement allows droplets and aerosols 

containing the COVID-19 virus to disperse rapidly to low concentrations, and move "out" of the space. When there is no 

air movement, as is the case in most indoor environments, virus particles are trapped inside the space. The virus then 

recirculates and the concentration of the virus increases as people continue to breathe out the virus.  

At what point does a temporary structure disrupt or confine natural ventilation such that the structure no longer 

has the outdoor air circulation described above?​ Here are two examples: 

● A structure with a roof, three “closed” sides, or walls, and one “open” side is considered an indoor setting. 

This structure would have limited air flow and the virus particles would remain concentrated, particularly for 

people farthest away from the “open” side of the structure.  

● A structure with a roof, two ​non-adjacent​ “closed” walls, and two ​non-adjacent​ “open” sides, like a tunnel, is 

considered an outdoor setting. This space has much higher levels of natural ventilation than an indoor space, 

allowing the virus to disperse and move out of the space more rapidly.  

 

What are the capacity allowances? 

Capacity allowances should follow levels for indoor and outdoor settings as listed in the ​Colorado’s dial framework​. 
These capacity allowances apply to both temporary (pop-up) or permanent structures. For example, if a restaurant sets 

up a canopy outdoors, then that location may have the capacity allowed per local zoning, and must achieve 6 feet 

between parties. 

Reopening Level  Indoor Capacity  Outdoor Capacity 

Protect Our Neighbors 

50% capacity with 

additional increases over 

time, 500 people 

6ft between parties outdoors, unlimited capacity per 

local zoning 

Safer at Home Level 1: 

Cautious 
50% capacity, 175 people 

6ft between parties outdoors, unlimited capacity per 

local zoning 

Safer at Home Level 2: 

Concern 

50% capacity, 50 people (or 

up to 100 with calculator) 

6ft between parties outdoors, unlimited capacity per 

local zoning 

Safer at Home Level 3: 

High Risk 
25% capacity, 50 people 

6ft between parties outdoors, unlimited capacity per 

local zoning 

Stay at Home  Take out or delivery only  Take out or delivery only 

 

How are fire codes and regulations for heating elements defined? 

Please follow your local fire codes and regulations. All local codes, permits, or other regulations apply. 
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https://covid19.colorado.gov/data/covid-19-dial


 
In any setting, how do you optimize ventilation? 

Please use ​this guidance​ from CDPHE to optimize your ventilation in any setting. Increasing ventilation reduces the 

concentration of any viruses that may be in the air. It’s important to note that, by itself, increasing ventilation is not 

enough to protect people from COVID-19. You should increase ventilation and follow other best practices recommended 

by CDC and others, including disinfecting, wearing masks, and social distancing. Increasing ventilation can be part of a 

plan to protect people indoors.  
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